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Dental Assisting 
and Dental Hygiene
Give Kids a Smile

Dr. Ralph A. Matacale, program
director of dental assisting, and dental
assisting students provided free dental
care to children during the 4th Annual
Give Kids a Smile Day, a national 
initiative by the American Dental 
Association.

“We know we can’t treat all of the
patients needing care in a single day,
but our goal is to raise awareness of
the problem and help as much as we
can while providing a learning oppor-
tunity for dental assisting students,”
Matacale said.

Matacale and dental assisting stu-
dents also provided service in the fall
at Tri-State Family Dental Centers and
at Impact Christian Health Center in
Evansville. They performed service
learning activities at the Impact center
on 10 Mondays during the spring
semester. Matacale is president of the
Indiana Dental Association’s 10-county
First District Dental Society and has
hosted continuing education sessions
at USI.

Program Notes

Health Services
CHES certification

Gretchen Winders ’05 is the 
first graduate in health services with 
a minor in worksite wellness to com-
plete requirements as a Certified
Health Education Specialist (CHES).
Certified Health Education Specialists
have met the standards of com-
petence established by The
National Commission for Health
Education Credentialing Inc. and
have successfully passed the
CHES examination. Winders is a
wellness coach/health advocate
at Deaconess Hospital in 
Evansville. 

Nursing
Revised curriculum

Forty-eight students are
enrolled this semester in the first
two nursing courses offered in
the revised undergraduate nurs-
ing curriculum that rearranges
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Dr. Jeri Burger, instructor in nursing,
has completed a Ph.D. in nursing at
Saint Louis University.

n

Jessica MacLeod, instructor in
nursing, has completed written and
oral exams to qualify as a doctoral
candidate in Indiana University’s Ph.D.
program in nursing science. 

n

Mary Ann Wehmer, Cathy O’Nan,
and Mellisa Hall are pursuing doctor-
ates in nursing practice at Case West-
ern Reserve University. Marilyn Osten-
dorf has enrolled in a doctoral pro-
gram at Purdue University. All four 
are instructors of nursing.

n

Dr. Kathy Riedford, assistant 
professor of nursing, is enrolled in a
post- master’
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News
St. Mary’s vice president
Betty Brown named
Distinguished Nursing Alumna

A nursing graduate who is a vice
president with St. Mary’s Health Sys-
tem in Evans-
ville is the
2005 recipient
of the Distin-
guished Nurs-
ing Alumna
Award at the
University of
Southern Indi-
ana.

The award
was presented
to Elizabeth
“Betty” J.
Brown by the USI Nursing Alumni
Society at its annual meeting in
October. The award recognizes
Brown’s leadership in health care,
her service as a model of scholarship
in her practice, her career advance-
ment in the field of nursing, and her
support as an alumna of the College
of Nursing and Health Professions.

Brown is vice president of strategic
physician integration at St. Mary’s.
She was a member of USI’s first nurs-
ing class, earning an associate of sci-

ence in 1990 and a baccalaureate
degree in 1992. She completed a
master’s degree in nursing at Univer-
sity of Evansville. She also holds a
master’s in business administration
from USI.

Throughout her career, Brown
has maintained close ties with the
University. She serves on the advisory
committee for the graduate program
in health administration and is an
adjunct instructor. A member of the
USI Nursing Alumni Society advisory
committee, she encourages nursing
graduates to become active in the
group. “It’s wonderful to be able to
network and reconnect,” she said.

25 participants enroll
in Alzheimer’s courses

Eleven participants completed
the new six-week online Alzheimer’s
certificate program available for the
first time this semester. Fourteen stu-
dents enrolled in the undergraduate
Alzheimer’s course (GERO319), also
new this semester.

Both programs focus on applica-
tion of the theory of retrogenesis to
increase prediction and understand-
ing of symptoms associated with the
illness and to provide guidance in
choosing strategies to prevent or
manage the symptoms. Dr. Martha
Sparks, associate professor of nurs-

ing, developed the two programs
with funding from the Indiana Part-
nership for Statewide Education. 

College welcomes former 
USI baseball All-American

Michael W. Fetscher ’96 has
been named coordinator of instruc-
tional broadcasting for the College of
Nursing and Health
Professions. A com-
munications major 
at USI, he worked 
in production for
14WFIE-TV in Evans-
ville from 1995 until
accepting his present
job.

He has served as audio technician
at USI basketball games for eight
years and music arranger for the
Evansville Fourth of July fireworks 
for six years. He has freelanced for
ESPN, Fox Sports, Disney Channel,
F/X network, and various regional
networks.

Fetscher was a two-time All-
American and three-time All-GLVC
pitcher for the USI baseball team
between 1992 and 1995. He finished
his career with the Screaming Eagles
ranked number one in career appear-
ances (68), saves (16), and strikeouts
(218); and number two in career wins
(24) and shutouts (4). 

A crowd of interested adults and children
gathered around Mickey Stanley as she tend-
ed to a snake-bite wound in a village in India.

Brown

Fetscher

Otis Stanley participates in health assessment in India
Dr. Otis Stanley, instructor in health services, was a member of 

a team of health-care professionals who recently assessed the health
situation in 15 coastal villages north of Kankinada, India, and outlined
recommendations for improvement.

The assessment focused on five major areas: safe water, environ-
mental sanitation, nutrition, general preventive services, and curative
health services. Stanley said the greatest immediate need was for safe
water. Initiatives for improvement will include integrating health prac-
tices into an existing church-based basic literacy program and devel-
oping a training program for village health aides.

Stanley’s wife Mickey, associate professor of nursing at Southern
Illinois University-Edwardsville, also was a member of the assessment
team. The assessment was performed in January at the invitation of a
church ministry in India through its relationship with a church in 
Norris City, Illinois. The Stanleys live in Equality, Illinois.




